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Today marks the beginning of Foster Care Awareness Week, says the 
Social Development and Employment Minister Paula Bennett. 
 
"It's a time to stop and think about the people who give of themselves 
to raise children who are not their own. 
 
"Any parent will tell you raising a child isn't easy. Imagine the amount 
of dedication and caring it takes to raise someone  elses," Paula Ben-
nett says. 
 
There are 4,500 approved caregivers with Child Youth and Family. 
 
Paula Bennett says there are many thousands more children being 
raised by their grandparents or extended whanau. 
 
"Often these children come into foster care in less than ideal circum-
stances. It places a great deal of stress - both emotional and financial - 
on the caregiver. 
 
"Becoming a foster carer - be it of your own kin or no relation at all - 
brings with it great rewards and great challenges. That's why it was 
important to this Government to follow through with initiatives to 
make life a little bit easier for carers. We brought the Unsupported 
Child's Benefit into line with the Foster Care Allowance in April this 
year. 
 
"We also ensured that our Break Away Package for School Holidays 
included a special Respite Camp for kids living with foster carers or 
extended family. 500 children will get the chance for a break  - as will 
those looking after them. 
 
"It's a mark of the respect we have for those caring for the children of 
others and recognition of the extraordinary job that they do. 
"This week is an opportunity to help celebrate and thank them," Paula 
Bennett says. 
 
Later in the week the Minister will present the William Wallace 
Awards for young people in foster care, run by Child Youth and Fam-
ily. 
 
The winners receive a money prize to go towards tertiary, vocational 
or leadership training. 

Fostering Awareness of Foster Carers �
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Please note that the South 
Auckland Caregivers Association 
does not necessarily agree with 
all of the information that has 
been included in this newsletter 
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VAIO AC adaptors 

The problem 

 

The inner insulation of the AC 

adaptor may fail during use, 

possibly resulting in an electrical 

short. 

Details 

The following VAIO products: 

VGCLM18G, VGCLM28G (panel 

PC) and VGPPRFE1 (port 

replicator) may be affected by 

the AC adaptor fault. 
What to do  

If you own one of these 

products, visit http://

www.sony-asia.com/support/

announcement/353849  to 

check if it is part of the recall. 

Owners of affected PCs or 

port replicators should stop 

using the AC adaptor and 

phone 0800SONYNZ to 

arrange a free replacement AC 

adaptor  �

Auckland Foster Care Association 
 

Has invited South Auckland Caregiver’s Association to a  
pre-Christmas Luncheon. 

 
Venue:  17 Haumia Way 
 Otara Family Home 
 Otara. 
Date: 16 December 09 
Time: 11-2pm 
 
Please bring a plate to share. 
 
All children welcome. 
 

Any queries please contact Jane on 0211762202 or email 
on brownmetcalfe@hotmail.com. 

Please note this will be South Auckland Caregivers last peer support 
coffee morning until February 2010. 
 
Where: Marlene’s residence 
 25 Seymour Road 
 Papatoetoe 
 
Date: 24th November 2009 
 
Time: 10am to 12pm. 
 
Bring a plate. 
 
Children welcome, and we look forward to seeing you all there. 
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